
PHRASAL VERBS 

 

 

Turn into:  

 
“Turn into” is a phrasal verb which means to “become” or 

“transform into”. 
 

1. At midnight, Cinderella’s carriage 

horses turned back 

http://www.ivyjoy.com/fables/cinderella.html

 

2. When Bruce Banner gets angry or frustrated he 

enormous green monster, otherwise known as “The Incredible Hulk”. 

 

3. Some people turn i

They will become aggressive and may shout verbal insults at other 

drivers, make rude gestures or drive recklessly (dangerously). This is 

called “road rage”.  

 

4. North Korea threatened more than once to

Capital) into a “sea of flames” if they did not turn down the music they 

were blasting across the border. 
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“Turn into” is a phrasal verb which means to “become” or 

“transform into”.  

1. At midnight, Cinderella’s carriage turned back 

back into mice. Here’s the full story: 

http://www.ivyjoy.com/fables/cinderella.html

2. When Bruce Banner gets angry or frustrated he 

enormous green monster, otherwise known as “The Incredible Hulk”. 

turn into a totally different person when they are driving. 

They will become aggressive and may shout verbal insults at other 

drivers, make rude gestures or drive recklessly (dangerously). This is 

 

4. North Korea threatened more than once to

a “sea of flames” if they did not turn down the music they 

were blasting across the border.  

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

“Turn into” is a phrasal verb which means to “become” or 

back into a pumpkin and her 

mice. Here’s the full story: 

http://www.ivyjoy.com/fables/cinderella.html  

2. When Bruce Banner gets angry or frustrated he turns into an 

enormous green monster, otherwise known as “The Incredible Hulk”. 

a totally different person when they are driving. 

They will become aggressive and may shout verbal insults at other 

drivers, make rude gestures or drive recklessly (dangerously). This is 

4. North Korea threatened more than once to turn Seoul (South Korean 

a “sea of flames” if they did not turn down the music they 

  

 

a pumpkin and her 

enormous green monster, otherwise known as “The Incredible Hulk”.  

a totally different person when they are driving. 

Seoul (South Korean 

a “sea of flames” if they did not turn down the music they 
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5. With the revolution sweeping across the Middle East and Northern 

Africa, several countries in the region are 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHRASAL VERBS – A Compilation by Catharina Stephen

5. With the revolution sweeping across the Middle East and Northern 

Africa, several countries in the region are turning in

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

5. With the revolution sweeping across the Middle East and Northern 

turning into democracies.  

  

5. With the revolution sweeping across the Middle East and Northern 
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Find out/  

“I just found out…”: 
 

 

If you “find out” something, it is the same as saying to discover (knowledge). To 

“break in” is when someone enters a house or building illegally. 

 

1. When did you find out 

him does not exist? Was it a shock? 

 

2. When you travel to another country either on vacation or if you 

immigrate there, you will 

before - about the culture, langua

horizons (gain more experience in life). 

 

3. When I found out 

been living a lie - because there are actually only 8 planets in our solar 

system, not 9 as we prev

 

4. My life changed forever when I 

movies.  
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“I just found out…”:  

If you “find out” something, it is the same as saying to discover (knowledge). To 

“break in” is when someone enters a house or building illegally. 

find out that Santa Claus/ Father Christmas as we know 

him does not exist? Was it a shock?  

2. When you travel to another country either on vacation or if you 

immigrate there, you will find out many new things that you never knew 

about the culture, language, customs etc. You will 

(gain more experience in life).  

found out that “Pluto” is not really a planet, I felt like I had 

because there are actually only 8 planets in our solar 

system, not 9 as we previously thought.  

4. My life changed forever when I found out 

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

If you “find out” something, it is the same as saying to discover (knowledge). To 

“break in” is when someone enters a house or building illegally.  

that Santa Claus/ Father Christmas as we know 

2. When you travel to another country either on vacation or if you 

many new things that you never knew 

ge, customs etc. You will broaden your 

that “Pluto” is not really a planet, I felt like I had 

because there are actually only 8 planets in our solar 

found out how to download music and 

  

 

If you “find out” something, it is the same as saying to discover (knowledge). To 

that Santa Claus/ Father Christmas as we know 

many new things that you never knew 

broaden your 

that “Pluto” is not really a planet, I felt like I had 

because there are actually only 8 planets in our solar 

how to download music and 
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5. Today I found out 

historians believe that Arabs from Libya are to be credited for bringing 

pasta to the Mediterranean. 
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found out that pasta did not originate in Italy. Most food 

historians believe that Arabs from Libya are to be credited for bringing 

diterranean.  

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

that pasta did not originate in Italy. Most food 

historians believe that Arabs from Libya are to be credited for bringing 

  

historians believe that Arabs from Libya are to be credited for bringing 
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Get away with (something): 

If you get away with something, you don’t get caught, criticized or punished for 

doing something wrong or illegal. Calvin believes he can get away with anything 

if he is invisible.  

 

1. Many people get away with 

they are self-employed (work for themselves). Do you think this is 

ethical? Is there a legal way to avoid paying taxes? 

 

2. “Dexter” is a TV series about a serial killer who only kill

wonder (ask myself) if he will always 

he’ll get caught.  

 

3. Many celebrities 

murder. I’m sure that at any given time you will be able to see examples 

of this on the news. Are celebrities above the law? 

 

4. Many people on Wall Street (Financial district of New York) 

the CEO’s of huge corporate companies 

mess they caused in the global financial crisis that started in 2008. 
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Get away with (something): 

If you get away with something, you don’t get caught, criticized or punished for 

doing something wrong or illegal. Calvin believes he can get away with anything 

get away with not paying their income tax, especially if 

employed (work for themselves). Do you think this is 

ethical? Is there a legal way to avoid paying taxes? 

2. “Dexter” is a TV series about a serial killer who only kill

wonder (ask myself) if he will always get away with it

3. Many celebrities get away with drug abuse… and sometimes even 

murder. I’m sure that at any given time you will be able to see examples 

he news. Are celebrities above the law? 

4. Many people on Wall Street (Financial district of New York) 

the CEO’s of huge corporate companies - have 

mess they caused in the global financial crisis that started in 2008. 
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Get away with (something):  

If you get away with something, you don’t get caught, criticized or punished for 

doing something wrong or illegal. Calvin believes he can get away with anything 

not paying their income tax, especially if 

employed (work for themselves). Do you think this is 

ethical? Is there a legal way to avoid paying taxes?  

2. “Dexter” is a TV series about a serial killer who only kills killers. I 

get away with it, or if in the end 

drug abuse… and sometimes even 

murder. I’m sure that at any given time you will be able to see examples 

he news. Are celebrities above the law?  

4. Many people on Wall Street (Financial district of New York) - especially 

have gotten away with the 

mess they caused in the global financial crisis that started in 2008.  

  

 
If you get away with something, you don’t get caught, criticized or punished for 

doing something wrong or illegal. Calvin believes he can get away with anything 

not paying their income tax, especially if 

, or if in the end 

drug abuse… and sometimes even 

murder. I’m sure that at any given time you will be able to see examples 

especially 

the 
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5. For many years dictators and tyrants have 

rights abuse, but now they are being brought to justice in the 

international tribunal in The Hague (A city in the Netherlands).
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5. For many years dictators and tyrants have 

rights abuse, but now they are being brought to justice in the 

international tribunal in The Hague (A city in the Netherlands).

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

5. For many years dictators and tyrants have gotten away with human 

rights abuse, but now they are being brought to justice in the 

international tribunal in The Hague (A city in the Netherlands). 

  

human 
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Sign up for:  

If you sign up for something, you are registering or subscribing to a service or an 

activity. You give your name and details so you can be part of a program. You are 

on an official list of participants or clients. 

 

• The best way to follow my blog is to 

you register your email address, you will receive a daily email reminder 

with the link to the post. 

 

• Most cities have volunteer programs that you can 

participate in programs to help the terminally ill

animal shelters etc. 

 

• If you’d like to start a new hobby, you can 

language classes, mixed martial arts, art classes, cooking courses, guitar 

classes, drumming… or whatever else you’re interested in. 

 

• If you sign up with CouchSurfing, you will be able to participate in local 

meetings, find a place to stay when you’re traveling or host (invite) 

someone at your house when they are traveling. Just like other social 

networks, it’s free to 
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If you sign up for something, you are registering or subscribing to a service or an 

activity. You give your name and details so you can be part of a program. You are 

on an official list of participants or clients.  

• The best way to follow my blog is to sign up

you register your email address, you will receive a daily email reminder 

with the link to the post.  

• Most cities have volunteer programs that you can 

participate in programs to help the terminally ill

animal shelters etc.  

• If you’d like to start a new hobby, you can 

language classes, mixed martial arts, art classes, cooking courses, guitar 

classes, drumming… or whatever else you’re interested in. 

• If you sign up with CouchSurfing, you will be able to participate in local 

meetings, find a place to stay when you’re traveling or host (invite) 

someone at your house when they are traveling. Just like other social 

networks, it’s free to sign up and create an account. 

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

If you sign up for something, you are registering or subscribing to a service or an 

activity. You give your name and details so you can be part of a program. You are 

ign up via email. That way when 

you register your email address, you will receive a daily email reminder 

• Most cities have volunteer programs that you can sign up for. You can 

participate in programs to help the terminally ill, old age people, orphans, 

• If you’d like to start a new hobby, you can sign up for dance class, 

language classes, mixed martial arts, art classes, cooking courses, guitar 

classes, drumming… or whatever else you’re interested in.  

• If you sign up with CouchSurfing, you will be able to participate in local 

meetings, find a place to stay when you’re traveling or host (invite) 

someone at your house when they are traveling. Just like other social 

te an account.  

  

 
If you sign up for something, you are registering or subscribing to a service or an 

activity. You give your name and details so you can be part of a program. You are 

via email. That way when 

you register your email address, you will receive a daily email reminder 

for. You can 

, old age people, orphans, 

language classes, mixed martial arts, art classes, cooking courses, guitar 

• If you sign up with CouchSurfing, you will be able to participate in local 

someone at your house when they are traveling. Just like other social 
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Hook up/ Hooked up: 

If you are hooked up, you are connected to a machine, an electronic device or the 

internet.  

1. I think the reason why you can’t hear anything is because your 

speakers are not hooked up

 

2. You need to hook

 

3. I thought the toaster was taking a long time to toast my bread, 

and then I discovered that it wasn’t 

 

4. If you’re not sure how to 

or anything else to your computer, you can find some tutorials on 

Youtube… or call a friend. 

 

5. You need to hook

some songs on it. 
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Hook up/ Hooked up:  

If you are hooked up, you are connected to a machine, an electronic device or the 

1. I think the reason why you can’t hear anything is because your 

hooked up.  

hook your antennae up for a better TV reception. 

3. I thought the toaster was taking a long time to toast my bread, 

and then I discovered that it wasn’t hooked up

4. If you’re not sure how to hook up your printer, wireless router 

or anything else to your computer, you can find some tutorials on 

Youtube… or call a friend.  

hook your iPod up to iTunes if you want to put 

some songs on it.  

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

 
If you are hooked up, you are connected to a machine, an electronic device or the 

1. I think the reason why you can’t hear anything is because your 

for a better TV reception. 

3. I thought the toaster was taking a long time to toast my bread, 

hooked up.  

your printer, wireless router 

or anything else to your computer, you can find some tutorials on 

to iTunes if you want to put 

  

If you are hooked up, you are connected to a machine, an electronic device or the 

1. I think the reason why you can’t hear anything is because your 

for a better TV reception.  

3. I thought the toaster was taking a long time to toast my bread, 

your printer, wireless router 

or anything else to your computer, you can find some tutorials on 

to iTunes if you want to put 
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Get rid of someone: 

Get rid of usually means to “eliminate” someone or something. In this specific 

case “get rid of” means that you don’t want to spend time with someone, 

perhaps because you simply want to be alone or that person irritates you. You 

exclude someone from what you are doing. You wan

 

1. It is not easy to get rid of

or sell something, especially when they are persistent. 

 

2. When you can’t get rid of

up with (tolerate) them. Many

would like to get rid of especially when they are busy, maybe because 

they talk too much or take up a lot of their time. 

 

3. If you want to get rid of

want to see what they post

feed. It’s not necessary to delete them as a friend. 

 

4. The quickest way to 

them some money. 

 

5. Usually women know how to 

and who they are not interested in. 
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Get rid of someone:  

ans to “eliminate” someone or something. In this specific 

case “get rid of” means that you don’t want to spend time with someone, 

perhaps because you simply want to be alone or that person irritates you. You 

exclude someone from what you are doing. You wan

get rid of telemarketers when they call you to promote 

or sell something, especially when they are persistent. 

get rid of someone who irritates you, you need to put 

up with (tolerate) them. Many people have a coworker/ colleague they 

would like to get rid of especially when they are busy, maybe because 

they talk too much or take up a lot of their time. 

get rid of someone on Facebook because you don’t 

want to see what they post, the best way to do this is to “hide” their 

feed. It’s not necessary to delete them as a friend. 

4. The quickest way to get rid of a beggar who approaches you is to give 

them some money.  

5. Usually women know how to get rid of a guy who is flirting wi

and who they are not interested in.  

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

ans to “eliminate” someone or something. In this specific 

case “get rid of” means that you don’t want to spend time with someone, 

perhaps because you simply want to be alone or that person irritates you. You 

exclude someone from what you are doing. You want them to go away.  

telemarketers when they call you to promote 

or sell something, especially when they are persistent.  

someone who irritates you, you need to put 

people have a coworker/ colleague they 

would like to get rid of especially when they are busy, maybe because 

they talk too much or take up a lot of their time.  

someone on Facebook because you don’t 

, the best way to do this is to “hide” their 

feed. It’s not necessary to delete them as a friend.  

a beggar who approaches you is to give 

a guy who is flirting with them 

  

 
ans to “eliminate” someone or something. In this specific 

perhaps because you simply want to be alone or that person irritates you. You 

telemarketers when they call you to promote 

someone who irritates you, you need to put 

people have a coworker/ colleague they 

would like to get rid of especially when they are busy, maybe because 

someone on Facebook because you don’t 

, the best way to do this is to “hide” their 

a beggar who approaches you is to give 

th them 



PHRASAL VERBS 

 

 

 Horn in on a conversation: 

 
If you horn in on a conversation you are interrupting a conversation. Another 

way of saying to “horn in” is to “butt in”. Both are informal. Here the Rhinoceros 

is literally horning in on the conversation because he has a horn (the sharp thing 

on the end of his nose). 

 

1. If I hear a tourist trying to speak Portuguese or Spanish and they are 

having difficulty communicating with the locals, sometimes I 

the conversation and help them. 

 

2. If a tourist is paying too much for a souvenir, I might 

conversation/ negotiation

definitely get a better price. 

 

3. When you disagree with someone’s opinion, especially in a group of 

friends, it’s not a big deal to 

cents (give your opinion). 

 

4. If you are overseas (abroad) and you hear somebody speaking in your 

language and with your regional accent, it is not uncommon to 

the conversation and ask them where they are from. 
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Horn in on a conversation: 

If you horn in on a conversation you are interrupting a conversation. Another 

way of saying to “horn in” is to “butt in”. Both are informal. Here the Rhinoceros 

is literally horning in on the conversation because he has a horn (the sharp thing 

f his nose).  

1. If I hear a tourist trying to speak Portuguese or Spanish and they are 

having difficulty communicating with the locals, sometimes I 

and help them.  

2. If a tourist is paying too much for a souvenir, I might 

conversation/ negotiation and tell them in English that they can 

definitely get a better price.  

3. When you disagree with someone’s opinion, especially in a group of 

friends, it’s not a big deal to horn in on the conversation

cents (give your opinion).  

4. If you are overseas (abroad) and you hear somebody speaking in your 

language and with your regional accent, it is not uncommon to 

and ask them where they are from. 
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If you horn in on a conversation you are interrupting a conversation. Another 

way of saying to “horn in” is to “butt in”. Both are informal. Here the Rhinoceros 

is literally horning in on the conversation because he has a horn (the sharp thing 

1. If I hear a tourist trying to speak Portuguese or Spanish and they are 

having difficulty communicating with the locals, sometimes I horn in on 

2. If a tourist is paying too much for a souvenir, I might horn in on the 

and tell them in English that they can 

3. When you disagree with someone’s opinion, especially in a group of 

horn in on the conversation and give your

4. If you are overseas (abroad) and you hear somebody speaking in your 

language and with your regional accent, it is not uncommon to horn in on 

and ask them where they are from.  

  

 
If you horn in on a conversation you are interrupting a conversation. Another 

way of saying to “horn in” is to “butt in”. Both are informal. Here the Rhinoceros 

is literally horning in on the conversation because he has a horn (the sharp thing 

1. If I hear a tourist trying to speak Portuguese or Spanish and they are 

horn in on 

horn in on the 

3. When you disagree with someone’s opinion, especially in a group of 

and give your 5 

4. If you are overseas (abroad) and you hear somebody speaking in your 

horn in on 
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5. I’m fairly tolerant. I d

conversations.  
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5. I’m fairly tolerant. I don’t really mind people 

A Compilation by Catharina Stephen 

on’t really mind people horning in on my 

  



PHRASAL VERBS 

 

 

Screw up:  

"Screw up" is definitely an informal way of saying to make a mistake/ mess 

something up/ fail. I wouldn't use it when speaking to your future mother

a formal job interview or at church, lol! ... that is if you're in conservative circles 

or simply want to make a good first impression. 

 

1. Some people think that BP (British Petroleum) 

of Mexico oil leak. There were serious consequences, of course, but I 

think it was a tragic circumstance that might have happened without 

them necessarily being negligent. 

 

2. Oops! I think I seriously 

person. It's going to be embarrassing. 

 

3. Do you think Brad Pitt 

Aniston?  

 

4. When a president (or anyone else) 

(speech) or social setting by saying the wrong thing, it is 

is also known as a "gaffe", a "faux pas" or more commonly a “blooper". 
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"Screw up" is definitely an informal way of saying to make a mistake/ mess 

something up/ fail. I wouldn't use it when speaking to your future mother

a formal job interview or at church, lol! ... that is if you're in conservative circles 

ant to make a good first impression.  

1. Some people think that BP (British Petroleum) 

of Mexico oil leak. There were serious consequences, of course, but I 

think it was a tragic circumstance that might have happened without 

them necessarily being negligent.  

2. Oops! I think I seriously screwed up. I sent that email to the w

person. It's going to be embarrassing.  

3. Do you think Brad Pitt screwed up when he got divorced from Jennifer 

4. When a president (or anyone else) screws u

(speech) or social setting by saying the wrong thing, it is 

is also known as a "gaffe", a "faux pas" or more commonly a “blooper". 
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"Screw up" is definitely an informal way of saying to make a mistake/ mess 

something up/ fail. I wouldn't use it when speaking to your future mother-in

a formal job interview or at church, lol! ... that is if you're in conservative circles 

 

1. Some people think that BP (British Petroleum) screwed up in their Gulf 

of Mexico oil leak. There were serious consequences, of course, but I 

think it was a tragic circumstance that might have happened without 

. I sent that email to the wrong 

when he got divorced from Jennifer 

screws up in a public address 

(speech) or social setting by saying the wrong thing, it is super funny. This 

is also known as a "gaffe", a "faux pas" or more commonly a “blooper". 

  

"Screw up" is definitely an informal way of saying to make a mistake/ mess 

in-law, 

a formal job interview or at church, lol! ... that is if you're in conservative circles 

in their Gulf 

of Mexico oil leak. There were serious consequences, of course, but I 

think it was a tragic circumstance that might have happened without 

rong 

when he got divorced from Jennifer 

super funny. This 

is also known as a "gaffe", a "faux pas" or more commonly a “blooper".  
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Wipe out/ Wiped out: 

To wipe out is the same as saying to eliminate/ to destroy/ to annihilate/ to end/ 

to erase/ to delete/ to eradicate. 

 

1. The computer virus 

my hard drive. Thank God I had a backup of my important 

documents that I sent to my email. 

 

2. The Dodo, a now extinct bird that was native to the islands of 

Mauritius, was wiped out

They are now extinct. 

 

3. Natural disasters such as hurricanes, tsunamis, floods, 

earthquakes, wildfires, tornados and volcanic eruptions often 

wipe out whole villages or even cities. 

 

4. There are a number of theories

wiped out.  

 

5. Atomic and hydrogen bombs have the power to 

entire city in seconds. Humans have perfected the art of 

destruction.  
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Wipe out/ Wiped out:  

To wipe out is the same as saying to eliminate/ to destroy/ to annihilate/ to end/ 

to erase/ to delete/ to eradicate.  

1. The computer virus wiped out all of the information stored on 

my hard drive. Thank God I had a backup of my important 

documents that I sent to my email.  

2. The Dodo, a now extinct bird that was native to the islands of 

wiped out because they were so easy to hunt. 

They are now extinct.  

3. Natural disasters such as hurricanes, tsunamis, floods, 

earthquakes, wildfires, tornados and volcanic eruptions often 

whole villages or even cities.  

4. There are a number of theories as to how the dinosaurs were 

5. Atomic and hydrogen bombs have the power to 

entire city in seconds. Humans have perfected the art of 
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To wipe out is the same as saying to eliminate/ to destroy/ to annihilate/ to end/ 

all of the information stored on 

my hard drive. Thank God I had a backup of my important 

2. The Dodo, a now extinct bird that was native to the islands of 

because they were so easy to hunt. 

3. Natural disasters such as hurricanes, tsunamis, floods, 

earthquakes, wildfires, tornados and volcanic eruptions often 

 

as to how the dinosaurs were 

5. Atomic and hydrogen bombs have the power to wipe out an 

entire city in seconds. Humans have perfected the art of 

  

To wipe out is the same as saying to eliminate/ to destroy/ to annihilate/ to end/ 

all of the information stored on 

2. The Dodo, a now extinct bird that was native to the islands of 

because they were so easy to hunt. 

earthquakes, wildfires, tornados and volcanic eruptions often 

as to how the dinosaurs were 

an 


