Intensive Class

Giving Opinion
PMR 2008

[image: image1.png]


GIVING OPINION
Introduction

In an argumentative composition you need to express your views and opinion on a certain topic.  You have to take a stand (which side you really prefer).  This means you either agree or disagree.  Having done that, you must support your opinion by giving reasons and examples.
Guidelines

1 Analyse the given topic before you present you viewpoints.

2 State your opinion clearly in the introduction of your composition.

3 Make a plan of your composition.  Use the points given to support your opinion.

4 Arrange the points according to importance.

5 Support your viewpoints with facts and examples wherever possible.

6 Use linking words such as moreover, besides, furthermore, etc. to present your points in an organized manner.

7 The language used should be clear and easily understood.  Words used must be effective and forceful to drive home a point.

8 Remember to mention your stand again in the conclusion of your essay.

9 Finally, check your composition for errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation.


Study the model text on the next page with your teacher.  Discuss the format with the guidelines given above.

Situation:
Schools now place a lot of importance on games and sports.  Do you think games and sports play an important part in a student’s life?

Use the notes below to write the composition.


When writing your composition:

· you may use all the notes given

· elaborate on the given notes to make it more interesting

· make sure it is not less than 120 words

Glossary 

undeniable
-  unquestionable
compulsory
-  necessary 

emphasize 
-  stress / highlight

traits

-  character

avenue
 
-  opportunity

bout

-  session

neglecting
-  ignoring / forgetting

Exercise
Study the given situation below.  Use the given phrases to help you fill in the blanks to complete the text.
The pictures below show a group of Malaysian students studying in a local university and another group studying overseas.  Which would you choose:  to study locally or to study overseas?

Use the notes below to write the composition.


Discuss these phrases with your teacher then fill them in the text below.


If I were given a choice either ______________________________________, would choose to study locally.  With so many local universities and colleges, there is no need ________________________________________ to pursue a tertiary education.


Moreover, the local universities and colleges, be it government or private, have ________________________________ such as a good library, lab facilities, hostels, air-conditioned lecture halls, seminar rooms and many more.  The lecturers being ____________________________________ do not lose out to the ones in overseas universities.


Local universities and colleges also offer a ____________________________ in business, law and computer studies.  This means that I can choose a course that I am __________________________________.  My choice of course will depend on ____________________________ I intend to take up.


When I study locally, my parents will not have to spend _______________ _________________________.  Local university and college fees are _________ ______________________________to them.  However, if I study overseas, this would be a _____________________________________.  They may have to take a loan to _______________________________________.  Moreover, when I study locally, I can be near ____________________________________.


Studying in a college or university is _________________________________ in a school.  I have to adjust the new ______________________________________.  The adjustment would be ________________________________ if I were in another country.  This might make me _______________________________will miss my family too.

For these reasons, I would ________________________________________.  With such good colleges and universities in the country, I do not need to go overseas to pursue ____________________________________.[image: image2.jpg]study locally

cheaper

nearer to family

friends nearby

good facilities

no problem adjusting to university life

study overseas

learn about other cultures and languages
can travel to the nearer countries

make friends from other countries

good exposure to other cultures

























pay for my expenses				different from studying


good facilities					to go overseas


variety of courses					interested to major in


burden to them					affordable 


higher education					prefer to study locally


to study locally or overseas			miserable as I


qualified and experienced				what career 


so much on my education				my family


more difficult						learning environment





	It is undeniable that games and sports are an important part of a student’s school life.  In fact, some people feel that sports should be made compulsory in the curriculum in schools.  So every school should encourage sports.


	There are several reasons why schools should emphasize on sports and games.  One reason is that through participation in games and sports, schools teach students good traits and values.  Examples of such good traits are co-operation, initiative and responsibility.  This is because playing games and matches require teamwork, initiative and a sense of responsibility.


	Sports also build up leadership qualities in students who are active in games and sports.  Every game requires a leader or captain.  The leader or captain gets good training on leadership by leading the team.


	Another benefit from playing games is that they provide a healthy avenue for students to exercise and relax after a bout of studies.  As they play, they get to release their tension and stress.  After a game or match, their minds are re-charged and they go back to their books in a better frame of mind.


	Students who are not so academically good might turn up to be good in certain games.  If that is the case, involvement in games in school can help them develop their interest and excel in sports.  They may even develop a career in sports.  This would be a good option to those students who cannot obtain degrees in academic courses.


	In my view, schools should make sports an important activity in the school curriculum.  By doing so, they are not neglecting their mission in producing young people who are academically good.





Those people who are against sports as part of school life:


school – a place to study only


parents – place academic achievement as top priority


sports in school should not be encouraged


waste of time – no benefits





Those people in favour of sports as part of school life:


role of sports – instill good values – co-operation, initiative, responsibility


exercise and relaxation


good break from studies


students who are weak in studies can build career in sports





FORMAT


Introduction	:  State the topic and present your opinion on topic.





Body		:  Give your reasons to support your views.


Paragraph 1	:  First or most important point of opinion – use transitional words to link next point (but, and, because, or)


Paragraph 2 & 3:  Give more points to support your opinion – use words like ‘moreover’, ‘besides’, etc.





Conclusion	:  Repeat your opinion, conclude with strong statement.
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